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• Department of Agriculture:
$23,000,000

• Department of Defense: $42,000,000
• Department of Justice: $20,200,000
• Department of State: $232,600,000
• Department of Transportation:

$133,700,000
• Department of the Treasury:

$277,500,000
• Office of National Drug Control Policy:

$1,200,000
• Federal Drug Control Programs:

$2,000,000

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Pastrana
October 28, 1998

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Mr.
President, Mrs. Pastrana, members of the
Colombian delegation, distinguished guests,
it’s a great pleasure to welcome all of you
to the White House for this dinner in honor
of the President and the First Lady of Co-
lombia.

Today President Pastrana and I worked
hard to advance the partnership between Co-
lombia and the United States. Tonight we
celebrate our friendship, among friends. It
is a long friendship, indeed, going back to
our struggles for independence, including, as
President Pastrana discussed today, an alli-
ance in war as well as peace.

After all these years, the United States re-
mains captivated by Colombia, by the Power
of Colombian art, the force of Colombian lit-
erature, and I might add, the strength of Co-
lombian coffee. [Laughter] Indeed, if ever
a prize is given to any of the people who
negotiated the peace treaty at Wye, some-
thing will have to be given to Colombia, for
without the coffee it would not have oc-
curred. [Laughter]

The United States is grateful for the many
contributions Colombians make to our na-
tional life, as students, teachers, athletes, and
every occupation between.

Mr. President, your election this summer
marks the beginning of a new era in your
country’s history and in our long relationship.
Bravely, you have placed Colombia on the
path to peace. You have taken hard steps to-

ward renewed prosperity. We look forward
to walking with you into the 21st century.
We still have much to learn from and to give
to each other.

We live in a hemisphere on a planet grow-
ing ever smaller. In our independence, every
day we grow more interdependent. If we
would be strong, we must lift others. If we
would fulfill our own promise, we must help
others live their dreams. We must, in short,
go forward together.

In the last phrase of what has famously
become known in the United States as my
favorite novel, ‘‘One Hundred Years of Soli-
tude,’’ our guest and friend tonight, Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, says, ‘‘Races condemned to
100 years of solitude did not have a second
opportunity on Earth.’’ In the 21st century
let us move away from isolation, solitude,
loneliness, to build 100 years of an American
family together.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join
me in a toast to the President and First Lady
of Colombia and to the people of their great
land.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Nohra Pastrana, wife of President
Pastrana. The transcript made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of President Pastrana.

Interview With Walter Cronkite and
Miles O’Brien of the Cable News
Network in Cape Canaveral, Florida
October 29, 1998

John Glenn’s Return to Space
Walter Cronkite. Good to see you, Mr.

President.
The President. Good morning, Walter,

and good morning, Miles—or good after-
noon. I’m delighted to be here.

Mr. Cronkite. They say, Mr. President,
that there are more visitors here than at any
time since the Moon launchings, the Moon
flights, and that includes the President of the
United States. What’s particularly appealing
to you about this flight?

The President. Well, of course there is
the John Glenn factor. Senator Glenn is a
very good personal friend of Hillary’s and
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mine, as well as an ally, a colleague. And like
all Americans, I’m thrilled that he is going
up today. But also this really is the last launch
before we begin to put the international
space station up. So John Glenn began this
first phase of our space program, and he’s
ending it just before we start on the space
station.

So it’s very exciting. It’s important for the
space program. But it’s a great day for Amer-
ica, a great day for our senior citizens, and
I hope that all Americans share the exu-
berance that I feel today.

Mr. Cronkite. You know, some naysayers
say, Mr. President, that this flight of Glenn’s
is your reward to him for his stalwart support
of you during his years in the Senate. Any-
thing to that?

The President. No. I’ve always wanted
John to be able to go back, as long as I’ve
known he’s wanted to. But if I had my druth-
ers, he’d be home in Ohio running for reelec-
tion right now. And he said he was too old
to serve another term in the Senate, but he
wasn’t too old to go into space.

And I think the American people should
know that the decision to send him was made
strictly by the book. I had no role in it. He
had to pass the strenuous physical exams.
And then for each experiment he’s going
through, he had to prove that he was quali-
fied and able to do that. I think this is very
important.

One of the most important benefits that
the American people derive from our space
program is the whole rush of discoveries we
get that help us here on Earth, environ-
mental discoveries, health care discoveries of
all kinds. We’ve got all kinds of medical scan-
ning equipment today that we wouldn’t have
but for the space program. We’ve got protec-
tive clothing that people who are super-
sensitive to the Sun can wear, that we
wouldn’t have but for the space program.

So we’re going to get a lot out of John
Glenn going up there today, and I think the
country is well served by doing it. And good-
ness knows, for a lifetime of service to us
in the air and on the ground, he’s earned
this chance.

Mr. Cronkite. They say that President
Kennedy grounded Glenn after his first flight
because they didn’t want to risk the death

of a hero out there on a second flight. Would
you have made that decision?

The President. Well, I don’t know. I can’t
say because I wasn’t there then, and it’s easy
to second-guess. But I’ll say this, I think that
John Glenn going up today is a very good
thing for America. We’re going to learn a lot
from it, and we’re all going to, I think, be
thrilled by it. And I’m just glad he was brave
enough to do it.

Russia-U.S. Space Station

Mr. Cronkite. You know, out there on
Pad 39A, Mr. President, there to the right,
to the south of 39B, from which this flight
will take place, there’s a shuttle scheduled
to take into orbit in just a few months the
first parts of the planned American-Russian
joint international space station, almost a
small city, permanently in space. Now that
Russia has this desperate economic situation
that endangered that schedule, it looks like
we may have to put in a lot of money to
try to keep that space station on schedule,
the construction of it. Are we prepared to
do that?

The President. Well, Walter, if it were
required, I would be supportive of it, and
I would be happy to talk to the congressional
leaders in both parties. Our space program
has been a great investment. It’s had hardly
any increase in funding since I became Presi-
dent, but we’ve gone from two launches to
eight launches a year. We’ve dramatically cut
costs. NASA is sort of the star, the poster
child, of Vice President Gore’s reinventing
Government campaign, and we’re getting a
lot out of it.

If we were required now to help the Rus-
sians during this difficult period, which will
not last forever, so that they could continue
to participate, I would be in favor of that.
I think that it’s very important that we have
the Europeans, the Japanese, the Canadians,
and the Russians in the space station venture.

I’ve been here. I’ve been over the space
station project many times in great detail in
Houston; twice, I’ve been down there to look
at that. And I think we’re doing the right
thing with this space station, and we need
to stay with it.
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Pre-Launch Excitement
Miles O’Brien. Mr. President, it’s Miles

O’Brien, I have a question for you. But first
I want to check the countdown clock for our
viewers for just a moment. We have now en-
tered into a hold—a 10-minute hold. We are
at T minus 20 minutes and holding. The hold
began at 1:20 p.m. EST; it will end at 1:30
p.m. EST. And then we’ll countdown again
to 9 minutes, another 10-minute hold at that
point. Once again, to remind our viewers,
this is simply a way of NASA keeping up with
the important business at hand and making
sure that everybody is doing their job on
time.

Mr. President, I’m just curious, are you
nervous?

The President. Oh, a little bit. I think that
it’s part of the excitement. I’m a little nerv-
ous, but I’ve got great confidence in these
people. I have had a lot of great honors as
President to meet people who serve our
country, but meeting the people who are in
the space program, the astronauts, those who
work on the ground, those who plan these
missions, they’ve done everything they can
possibly do, and they would never com-
promise an iota of safety or reliability just
because Hillary and I and all the rest of the
world are here through the media. I feel
good about this.

But yes, I’m nervous, and I’m excited. I
feel like a kid at his first Christmas. I’m very
excited about this.

Astronaut on Mars in 2019
Mr. Cronkite. Mr. President, President

Bush in 1989 proclaimed a national goal to
send humans to the planet Mars by the year
2019. That’s the 50th anniversary of Neil
Armstrong’s first step onto the Moon. Do you
affirm that goal for the Mars mission?

The President. Well, let me say, what
we’re doing now will help us once we get
to the position of evaluating that. I don’t want
to either affirm or renounce it. What I think
we should do is to recognize that what we
have now is a set of very focused goals in
our space program. We are working on the
space station. We are working on the shuttle.
We are working on space transportation. We
are working on things that tell us about our
environment on Earth. And then we’re doing

these special projects—the Hubble tele-
scope, which is magnificent. And we did the
Mars Pathfinder mission, you remember,
July 4th of last year.

And so we’re going to see how we are.
Let’s get the space station up and going and
evaluate what our long-term prospects are.
I’ll tell you this, I am for a continued, aggres-
sive exploration of space in ways that are high
quality, cost effective, and that will benefit
us here on Earth. And I hope that we can
have, as a result of this flight today, even
more broadbased American support from all
Americans and all parties and all walks of
life for our mission in space. It’s still very,
very important.

1998 Elections
Mr. Cronkite. Mr. President, as a journal-

ist, I think I’d be remiss at this moment in
time if I didn’t ask you what your advisers
are telling you about the results of next Tues-
day’s election.

The President. The truth is they don’t
know. We’ve got an extraordinary number of
very, very close elections. In this 2-year pe-
riod the members of the other party have
raised, I think, $100 million more than our
folks did. But we’ve got good candidates and
an extremely good grassroots effort track, I
think, a good agenda.

The only thing I think I should say today
to avoid being too political is that it’s a very
important election, and I would hope that
every American who is eligible to vote would
go and vote in that election.

If you look at this space launch today, this
is a triumph of American democracy. It was
made possible by the elected Representatives
of the American people supporting the space
program. And it is just one more example
of why it’s so important for citizens to stand
up and be counted on election day. So if you
feel patriotic when you see John Glenn and
the others go up in space today, then keep
that patriotic feeling until next Tuesday and
go and vote for the candidate and the pro-
grams and the issues of your choice.

John Holliman
Mr. Cronkite. All right. Mr. President,

thank you so much for being with us on CNN
today, and we hope you enjoy the launch.
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The President. Thank you, I will. I think
I ought to say just one other thing because
I’m talking to CNN. I know that I speak for
a lot of people when I express my thanks
to the late John Holliman for the work he
did to advance our cause in space. And I
know that all of you will be thinking about
him and his family today. And I thank CNN
for giving such a high profile to our space
mission.

Thank you.
Mr. Cronkite. Thank you, Mr. President,

for those words. Miles and I were going to
dedicate this broadcast at an appropriate
time to the memory of John Holliman, who
was the space expert at CNN, as skilled as
Miles—planned to be in this anchor chair
and who was killed, unfortunately, in an auto-
mobile accident just a couple of weeks ago.
This broadcast is dedicated to the memory
of John Holliman.

NOTE: The interview began at 1:16 p.m. at the
John F. Kennedy Space Center. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Staff of the Firing
Room Prior to the Discovery Launch
in Cape Canaveral
October 29, 1998

Thank you very much. I have so many
things to thank you for today. But among
other things, I have to thank you for making
the First Lady very happy, because about a
year ago she said, ‘‘You know, we need to
make a list of all the things we want to do
before we leave office.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay, what’s
on your list?’’ She said, ‘‘You have to take
me to a space launch. I want to go.’’

We didn’t have the courage to come here;
we had confidence in you and pride in Amer-
ica and a conviction that our space program
is good for the United States and good for
the world. And I want to thank you today,
because you made all of us terribly proud.

Let me also say that because of the intense
interest in this, in the media and among ordi-
nary citizens, the American people have had
a unique opportunity today to see what you
do, not just at the moment of launch but in
the weeks and months and years that precede

it, all the hard work and all the preparation.
And now they will learn over the next few
days all the things that are being done in
space that advance not only our mission in
space but the quality of our life here on
Earth. And all of that, too, has been made
possible.

The last thing I would like to say is, it has
been immensely impressive and important to
me to have the chance to work with NASA
over the last 6 years and see the revolution
which has been undertaken, so that now you
can, on virtually the same budget you had
6 years ago, do 8 launches a year instead of
2 and continue to explore the outer frontiers
of space. I thank you for all of that. America
is very, very proud of you today.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:42 p.m. in the
Launch Control Center at the John F. Kennedy
Space Center.

Remarks to the Staff of the Launch
Control Center Following the
Discovery Launch in Cape Canaveral
October 29, 1998

Thank you very much. I want to just add
one little factual element to what Dan Goldin
said about Hillary wanting to be an astronaut
as a little girl. I just told a group up in the
control room this. About a year ago we sat
down and Hillary said, ‘‘You know, we’re just
going to be here 3 more years, and we need
to make a list of every place we’d like to go
and everything we’d like to do before we
leave office.’’ I said, ‘‘Okay, what’s the first
thing on your list?’’ She said, ‘‘I want to go
to Cape Canaveral and see a launch.’’
[Laughter]

I want to thank Dan Goldin and Roy
Bridges, the Director of the Kennedy Space
Center, all of you who work here. I want to
thank Bob Cabana and Eileen Collins, two
astronauts who accompanied us today, along
with my Science Adviser, Dr. Neal Lane. I
want to thank this crew. And I’d like, with
all the press here, one more time to call their
names: Commander Brown; Pilot Steve
Lindsey; Mission Specialists Stephen Robin-
son and Scott Parazynski; the two inter-
national astronauts, Dr. Mukai of Japan and
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